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While  I  was  getting  supper  last  night,  Betty  Jane  was  out  on  the  porch 
reading  aloud  to  Uncle  Silas.    "Alice  in  Wonderland"  is  a  favorite  book  with 
both  of  them.    Uncle  Silas,  in  fact,  declares  that  he  likes  nothing  better 
than  to  rest  in  the  porch  hammock,  listen  to  Alice's  adventures,  and  perhaps 
doze  just  a  little  bit  every  now  and  then. 

Betty  Jane's  voice,  which  floated  in  the  kitchen  window  was  reading  the 
verse  about  the  walrus  and  the  carpenter: 

"'If  seven  maids'  —  Are  you  listening,  Uncle  Silas? 
'If  seven  maids  with  seven  mops, 
Swept  it  for  half  a  year, 
Do  you  suppose,'  the  Walrus  said, 
'That  they  could  get  it  clear?1 
'I  doubt  it,"  said  the  Carpenter 
And  shed  a  bitter  tear." 

"Do  you  know  what  that  verse  makes  me  think  of?"  said  Uncle  Silas.  "It 
reminds  me  of  old-fashioned  housecleaning.    Twenty  maids  with  twenty  mops  and 
even  then  the  house  may  not  get  clean.    My,  my.    Housecleaning  when  I  was  your 
age,  Betty  Jane,  was  enough  to  make  a  carpenter  or  any  other  man  weep.  You're 
too  young  to  remember  what  cleaning  was  like  before  housekeepers  took  up  modern 
ways.    Women  wore  big  dust  caps  and  Mother  Hubbard  aprons  when  they  went  at 
sweeping.    And  no  wonder.    They  raised  such  clouds  of  dust.    Enough  to  drive 
everybody  else — husbands  and  children  especially  —  out  of  the  house." 

"It  sounds  awful,"  said  Betty  Jane. 

"It  was  pretty  bad,"  but  nobody  had  discovered  any  better  way  of  doing 
the  job.    First  the  broom  stirred  up  waves  of  dust  in  the  air  that  just 
settled  back  presently  on  the  rugs  and  furniture.    And  then  along  came  the  old 
feather  duster  to  flick  it  off  into  the  air  again  and  make  some  more  disturb- 
ance.   Of  course,  a  good  deal  of  dust  eventually  did  get  into  the  dust-pan,  but 
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the  rest  of  it  just  sort  of  shifted  its  position,  that's  all.    They  can  talk 
about  the  fine  housekeeping  back  in  the  old  days,  but  I'll  tell  you  that  we 
have  lots  better  standards  of  cleanliness  today.    Modern  cleaning  methods  and 
new  utensils  make  it  possible  to  keep  hones  a  lot  cleaner,  yes,  and  with  a  lot 
less  work,    rustless  methods  are  in  vogue  today.    Dustless  dust  cloths  and 
vacuum  cleaners  and  so  on  have  made  an  easier  and  cleaner  job  of  it.    Just  ask 

your  Aunt  Sammy.    ll0w  But  never  mind,  child.    Go  on  reading.    I  didn't  mean 

to  interrupt." 

Perhaps  Uncle  Silas  exaggerates  a  bit  about  cleaning  when  he  was  a  boy. 
Do  you  think  so?    Well,  anyway,  it  is  certainly  true  that  homes  can  be  kept 
spotless  and  sanitary  these  days  with  less  work  and  in  a  shorter  time.  The 
new  idea,  is  to  keep  things  clear,  rather  than  to  make  them  deal  by  big  spasms 
of  spring  and  fall  hous eel eani ng.    Dirt  doesn't  have  time  to  accumulate  if 
regular,  systematic  care  is  given  to  the  house.  Doing  the  daily  dusting  keeps 

the  rooms  from  ever  getting  really  dirty           yes,  even  in  the  nooks  and 

crannies.    Regular,  systematic,  daily  and  weekly  cleaning  means  that  things 
are  clean  the  year  around.    No  back-breaking  labor  at  certa.in  seasons. 

Housewives  can  often  learn  a  good  deal  about  the  efficient  care  of  their 
homes  by  observing  ho?/  such  jobs  are  done  in  the  better  hotels.    System  and 
regularity  ere  the  watchwords  in  every  well-run  establishment,  whether  large  or 
small • 

Well,  -as  Uncle  Silas  said,  a  lot  of  us  housekeepers  are  saving  on  backs 
and  elbow  grea.se  these  days  by  using  a  vacuum  cleaner  and  other  convenient 
modern  cleaning  utensils.    But  a  good  many  of  us  still  are  not  ma-king  the  most 
of  the  labor  saving  equipment  we  have  on  hand.    We're  very  likely,  for  example, 
to  neglect  the  helpful  special,  attachments  that  come  with  our  vacuum  cleaner, 
to  leave  them  lying  in  the  box  they  came  in,  while  we  go  on  doing  jobs  like 
cleaning  under  the  radiator  or  dusting  the  bookshelves  or  brushing  the  uphol- 
stered furniture  in  the  old-f  a.shioned  way.    Wo  don't  bother  to  exert  ourselves 
to  discover  the  -possibilities  in  these  attachments.    My  Next-Door  Neighbor  says 
women  aren't  adventurous  enough  about  their  work.    She  thinks  what  we  need  is 
to  keep  botb  tools  and  methods  up  to  the  times. 

Wherever  possible  it's  a  good  idea,  to  adopt  the  method  that  raises  the 
least  dirt.    We've  been  wise  enough  to  abandon  the  feather  duster  years  ago. 
And  most  of  us  are  now  using  dustless  dust  cloths  — <  pieces  of  fabric  that 
have  been  treated  with  oil  or  wax  so  that  they  gather  the  dust  instead  of 
scattering  it  abroad  in  the  room. 

Sp calcine  of  dustless  methods,  reminds  me  of  a  question  I  was  asked  the 
other  day. 

"How  can  I  clean  the  polished  floors  in  my  apartment  and  still  keep  on 
good  terms  with  my  neighbors?" 

That  inquiry  was  a  new  one  on  no.    It  took  me  several  long  minutes  to 
see  the  connection. 
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"You  see,"  explained  the  friend  who  asked  the  question,  "recently  I 
moved  from  my  hone  in  a  small  town  to  a  city  apartment  —  ray  first  experience 
at  apartment  house  life.    Well,  about  the  second  day  or  so,  I  decided  to  dust 
my  hardwood  floors .    You  know  how  quickly  rolls  of  dust  and  lint  collect  on 
bare  floors,  especially  in  the  bedroom.    I  cleaned  up  with  my  dust  nop,  as 
usual.    And  when  I  finished  I  shook  the  mop  out  of  the  window.    Then  what  do 
you  think  happened?    The  dust  blew  right  in  the  open  window  of  the  apartment 
underneath  and  in  no  time  I  was  hearing  from  my  irate  neighbors.    The  lady 
underneath  still  gives  me  severe  glances  when  she  meets  me  in  the  elevator. 
So  the  next  time  I  did  my  floors,  I  tried  shaking  out  the  nop  on  a  newspaper, 
but,  though  some  of  the  dust  landed  on  the  paper,  much  more  of  it  scattered 
around  the  room  again.    Please  suggest  some  way  that  I  can  keep  my  floors 
clean,  yet  not  annoy  my  neighbors?" 

I  thought  over  that  sad'  story.  Why  not  use  the  vacuum  cleaner  to  dust 
the  floors  just  as  it  is  used  to  clean  the  rug?  Then  there  will  be  no  problem 
of  cleaning  the  mop  afterwardt 

And  if  anybody  should  ask  me  how  to  dust  books  on  bookshelves,  heavy 
drapery,  picture  moldings,  backs  of  pictures  and  so  on,  I'd  say  again,  use  the 
vacuum  cleaner,  if  you  have  attachments  suitable  for  these  jobs. 

But  when  I  recommend  new  methods,  I  don't  mean  to  imply  that  all  old 
cleaning  methods  are  out  of  date.    Far  from  it.    Chamois  is  still  one  of  the 
most  convenient  materials  for  window  cleaning.    And  carpet  sweepers  are  still 
most  useful  for  taking  up  surface  material  such  as  crumbs  and  threads  for  rugs 
and  carpets. 

I  once  know  a  young  housekeeper  who  cleaned  her  house  thoroughly  every 
Tuesday.  Every  Wednesday  she  spent  in  bed,  exhausted.  You  see,  she  kept  the 
mop  on  the  pack  porch,  the  broom  in  the  front  closet,  dastcloths  in  the  top 

drawer  of  the  hall  chest,  and  something  else           I've  forgotten  what    in 

the  attic.    So  when  cleaning  day  arrived  she  spent  hours  running  back  and  forth, 
upstairs  and  down,  from  attic  to  collar  collecting  her  utensils.    She  would 
just  got  the  room  swept,  for  example,  when  she'd  remember  that  she  needed  a 
dustpan  and  would  have  to  chase  way  downstairs  for  that.    All  this  work  might 
have  been  saved  by  a  convenient  little  closet  where  all  the  necessary  equipment 
could  be  stored.      A  closet  with  shelves  and  hooks  to  make  a  special  place  for 
every  item. 

Cleaning  utensils,  like  any  other  tools,  do  the  best  job  if  they  are 
all  kept  cIopji  and  ready  for  work. 

Tomorrow    "A  simple  meal  for  company." 


